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PETITION UNDER 37 C J.H 81,78f aV31 TO ACCEPT AN UNINTENTIONALLY 
DELAYED CLAIM FOR THE BENEFIT OF A PRIOR-FILED APPLICATION 



Mail Stop: Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

This Petition is beiixg filed in connection with the accompanying Amendment. The 
Amendment adds to page 1 of the specification, in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. §120, a 
reference to Application Serial No. 08/3*2,293 filed February 1, 1995. The '293 application 
was filed two days before Application Serial No. 08/382,906 (parent to the present 
application) and was copending with the fi 906 application from the February 3, 1995 '906 
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application filing date until January 15, 1997 when the £ 293 application was abandoned in 
favor of File Wrapper Continuing Application Serial No. 08/749,076. The '076 application is 
now U,S. Patent No. 5,797,986 (Rolando et aL). 

The *293 application, the '906 application, the '076 application and the present 
application include Terry J. Klos as a common inventor. 

The present application is subject to the time limits of 37 C.F.R. §1.78(a(2)(ii) and a 
priority claim to the *293 application would ordinarily have to have been submitted within 
four months after the present application's June 27, 2001 filing date, viz., by October 27, 
2001 . The entire delay between the date a priority claim was due under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .78(a(2)(ii) and the date this claim is being filed was unintentional. 

Please charge the cost (believed to be $1,370.00) under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(t) for this 
Petition to Deposit Account No. 50-0545. 

The Petitions Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned attorney at the 
number shown below if there are any questions concerning this Petition or if any further 
information is needed. 



Respectfully submitted on behalf of 
Ecolab Inc., 
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